Beginning in 1960, the teenage population of the United States will make up about 17 per cent. of the total, and it will climb to 19 per cent. in 1965 and remain there for the more or less predictable future (1980) . This is a considerable jump from the 14 per cent. of 1955. Even more important than the percentage increase is the increase in absolute numbers. The United States of America is having a population surge. Not less than 15 million people will be added to the population in each 5-year period for the next 20 years. This population increase is not, as in Canada for example, aided by adult immigration but is almost solely the result of reproduction. In other words, most of this increase will normally go through an adolescent phase (Zitter and Siegel, 1958) .
Quite apart from the proportions, the absolute number of teenagers is and will be very large. Two other changes in the American population picture are important:
(1) The population is moving from rural areas to urban centres with great rapidity. There is another aspect, however, which may presage a greater venereal disease rate. In so short a presentation it is not possible to back up some of this reasoning in detail, but the chief point is that indiscriminately promiscuous girls are likely to be emotionally sick girls. Most girls get enough satisfaction for their femininity drives without recourse to sexual behaviour (Loeb, 1960 The lack of appropriate behaviour outlets and conditions for the development of masculinity also involves some boys in homosexual activities. Homosexuality seems to be due as much to an overemphasis on masculinity as to any assumption of femininity. Homosexual indiscriminacy may well be on the increase.
To sum up the situation of adolescents in the foreseeable future, we can expect to see more sexual interests and great sexual activity in the teenager, but this alone is not likely to lead to an increase in venereal disease. However, the emotionally disturbed girl and the sexually deviant adult will have easier access to larger concentrations of teenage boys who in general lack adequate modes for the expression of their masculinity. This situation will tend to increase the venereal disease rate.
There are several preventive measures which can be taken.
(1) A health education programme could be developed which would fit into the changing sexual mores of our times rather than relying on the traditional moral principles which no longer persist realistically. In our studies we have found teenagers to be avid for discussion with relatively non-authoritarian adults who will listen and discuss rather than preach and punish. (Safier, Corrigan, Fein et Bradway, 1949) .
Les methodes intensives de depistage du service publique de la sante pourraient bien etre renforcees par des soins psychiatriques pour ceux qu'on considererait des points focaux d'infection. Pour la fille promiscue ou pour l'homosexuel, la pencilline ne suffit pas.
